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  FIGURE 11.3  Age of Acquisition of Speech Sounds
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Vowels and dipthongs

p (puppy)

m (my)

h (hi)

n (no)

w (walk)

b (baby)

k (cookie)

g (go)

d (daddy)

t (two)

ng (sing)

f (fun)

y (yes)

r (rabbit)

l (lion)

s (sun)

ch (chair)

sh (shoe)

z (zoo)

j (jump)

v (van)

θ (thumb)

δ (these)

zh (treasure)
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NOTE: Beginning of bar represents the approximate age at which most children begin to acquire each sound. End of bar represents 
age at which most children have mastered each sound.

SOURCE: D. Sindrey, Listening Games for Littles II (London, Ontario: Wordplay Publications, 2002).

child?” can aid in determining parental concerns. Family-directed assessment focuses 
on information that families choose to provide regarding needs, concerns, resources, 
and priorities. This type of assessment is useful for infants, toddlers, and preschool-age 
youngsters. In this procedure, families participate in the assessment process by iden-
tifying strengths and needs and are empowered in the process of determining which 
support services are most necessary (Gargiulo & Kilgo, 2014).

Effective assessment should be holistic, including both formal and informal mea-
sures (Owens, 2014). Information relative to the child’s hearing, motor skills, oral and 
respiratory mechanisms, general physical condition, educational records, and social 
and developmental histories must be amassed and reviewed. In addition to physical,  

family-directed assessment: 
A form of assessment, useful for 
infants, toddlers, and preschool-age 
youngsters, that focuses on information 
that families choose to provide 
regarding needs, concerns, resources, 
and priorities.
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